
Draft or Laird speech - : 
Thank you Dr. Perkins - Dr. Porterfield -my colleaffue from Rhode 

Island - Ladies and GentlQsPcmr 

Really it's not terribly unusual that a Republican and Democrat are 

sharing a platfarm. 

and a Democrat to agree - just highly iarprobable, 

and I wresd once before - let's see, it war3 i n  1957, mm't it? 

today we are here with a single purpose in mind, 

111%~ aften happens - ft's not impassible for a %pnblican 

In fact ,  John, I think ]rau 

SsriOUB%y, 

It is a pleasure tar mb to  he with 'pati taday a t  yonr meetin% which 

celebrate6 the 60th mniversptry o f  the voluntary fiqht against tubarculasfs. 

Pau know - our country - this United States of America - tho bast country 

in the world - l s  real ly  a very yuun~ country but a country f i l l e d  with 

people who have treracndms drim and purpaae, 

that the Rational Tuberctr'taais Assoctatian, a t  en a$s less than today's 

average expected l i f a  span, t s  tha oldest a€ our voluntary health asaaciationa, 

f congratulate pou an p u r  armivetrarp and on your past achfevements, but let 

there nat he toa much resting upon laurels because I wsnt to commend to pou 

the future. i 

Saarahow, it's hard to  heliave 

- 

Dr. Portsrfisfd'e deserfptian of the Report of the Task Farce, and 

particularly his caglments as to thar whys and wherefores of some of the 

reeaaaagndatianrs, were aepacially interesting t o  me as I a311 euro they were to 

you, 

to mka myself conversant with the rccommndations inc lded  therein, it is  of 

interest to know just  h w  much thought m d  effort was nsceruary on the part of 

the Task Force. 

recommend at ions. 

This insight i s  helpful. While Z have read the Report end have attempted 

X t  is further subrtantiatbn of the val idity of their 
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Lot me make m e  statement at: the outset of my presentrztian. This 

is a statement with wbieh I belleve Mr. PopJarty w i l l  agree, 

tha t  the  heal th  l a t a re s t e  af the people af the United States  transcends the 

p o l i t i c a l  interest or any proprietary c l a h  by any p o l i t i c a l  partyr 

assure you tha t  bur Subcommittee, which spends long hour#, days, and even week8 

in the  consideration of the  role of the Pesdot~l Covemnaent in t h t s  Nation's 

health prmram and progress, acts ar ffvc Americans dalng our heat t o  maintain 

and Ltaprova the health of a l l  our paaplc. 

I fimlp believe 

I can 

It also wieb t o  atate  publfclv t h a t  there 58 no man in  the Ccmgrars 

w b ,  in my opinion, has a greater  concern Par nor me who has been more 

dl l igent  in h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  iaprove the  heal th  of our N t a t f a n  than the gentleman 

with whm ft: i6 my privi lege t o  share t h i s  t.loaium today. Conprreeman Fagarty 

has giwan unstLntinp,ly of his t h e  and his ancrsiea, sometimes Z think to  the 

detriment of his wn health, tn hie capacity aa Chairman of our Subcamnittee. 

Z c&nVasautx pmr t h a t  it i s  rag pleasure ta aerve wtth hfar, 

I'd like to speak j u s t  bpie€ly abaut the t o t a l  task that we hsntc in 

our Subcomfttee. 

There are many activittes which nrorft support - stany actiwitier f o r  which we 

#anld all l i k e  to do more. 

Xt is not dtn easy onu. It has great: rewards, however. 

But - try to remember, pleaee, t ha t  there  are 

many requests made of and thare  are many teaponaibillcisa af t h e  Federal 

Governsent, ft iar ray perstanal conviction tha t  the Federal Goverrrsrent i a  a 

partner with S ta tes  and with l o c a l i t i e s  in vhrt must be 8 partnership 

responsibility. 

Federal Gm~mmnt, nor do I believe tha t  the Federal Cwcrzment should be 

lookad t o  as the weelver" of every ptohlmr 

there is u distinct and clear responsibility for the Federal Government to  

aestme its share of t h i s  total responsibi l i ty ,  and it is t o  this t r u s t  tha t  

I attempt to be 1cesp011sive. 

I do not believe tha t  every g r ~ b l ~ w  can he salved by the 

I: du batleva, however, t ha t  
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This t s  the frame of reference uithia which X mald like C a  speak. 

And specifically 8s it relates to t ha t  tnterest which brings us together here 

today, 

problem of tubarculosis and the  eftarcts which were batng made in its control 

and eradiestian,  we were somewhat perplexed by the  fact t h a t  t h i s  disease, 

ma that  has i n f l i c t ed  it’s ravages upan man for emturies, hse saccurabed 

p a r t h k l y  to  the advances o f  medical science but t h a t  a8 the problem W been 

reduced d r a m a t l c s l l ~  with the edvent of n u q i c a l  pracduras and of dnt$ys there 

came R Zb.rtellnp; off o f  gain - 31 plateauing of the problsm. 

incrossinalp apparent t o  OUT Committee 80 d i d  it 8(3m t ha t  stme more d r a s t i c  

atspa 01: a differant organisration of  crfforts ar the further marsl?tat%fng a t  

a l l  our resomcei Lappaerad Jscesearp to  attack in B ~ O T B  effective fashim 

this very s e r i w s  public heal th  problem. 

d t h  the hummitarfan aspects of t h i s  disease - t h a t  peaplo still catch 

tubcrculaaria and 8-6 die because ai? it - a disenre which we ha% been lead 

to  believe is unnsce~sarp - is 8 most campallln~ fact. 

A8 o w  C o r m i t t e e  WQX the  paat 8 a ~ ~ r a l  pears r e w i d  and studied the 

Just dl8 t h i 8  became 

Qvite obvious’lp, we are cancsrntd 

Beclaurre af these cansidaraticms, it rms w i t h  pleasure that I. joined 

d t h  tha Chainaan a faat ago in taquesting the Surgean Catertall of the Public 

Health SamLaa to sppaini: a group af expert8 frtrrrr outside the Federal 

GcrPernstene, pe?sana knowledgaable abuwt this  disease and kuaoPredgtabls about 

the obatrol efforts which are avnilahls, to make ct caaprehcnaive study and to 

rseomnend the coolrid o f  setion which wauld he effectfve i n  riddin8 this 

c a ~ t r y  af tubsxculo~fs ,  

dubstantisred by the action of our Corwaittae fn r e c w t n g  an increase i n  

appropriatLons for the  ensuing ftacal year, t h a t  the Task Farm hss  pertarmed 

a real  aerrtriec t o  t h i s  Nation. The Task Force has blueprinted c3 course of 

action which is speciflc, whlch $8 orderly, and whlch calls upon the corabfnd 

efforts of not only the Federal Covernatant but o f  Sta t e  and local gmraraental 

X t  is my perreoaal bel ief ,  and X think t ha t  t h i s  $8 
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agencies, by voluntary tuberculosis asraciattms, yen - by persans throughout 

the Ration who went to clllninste TB. 

Althanah I thPnk we all had a fairly caaprehansive idea of the problem 

that t u b d r f ~ d O S f 8  pasea, it was nmethdless very uaefetl m d  illmainattng to 

have the infrrmatim brought into facur fa the Task Force's description of 

the s i ze  and the dirtributfon of th i s  problem. 

same of these mspacially pertinent facta. 

Z muld l i k e  to  highlight 

The tubexculaafcr death rates have drrcraascd dramatically in the las t  

ffftgr year#. Thate was 8 76 percent drop batween 1950 rrd 1961. The radrsetlon 

in the rate of nlk~  active case8 has not been as prtefpitaus, but i t  tmmtted 

t8 a 30 parcent reduction batween 1955 and 1361. 

of eases are famd araong paruona 6S years of age and aver. 

of eases un hwi'lth daparttaent tubaxculaaie registars in 1960 was six times 

greater than the annlrsl number of newly reported active ~ a ~ ) e d ~ .  75 percent 

of tbe patients admitted aa tuberculoeis hospstarls today have moderately at 

far advancml tubctcu~ouis, and 1/3 ate persans who hawe prcviausly hem 

haspitalired* 

abast 1f3 of the new tuberculosir, failas. 

An increasfng proportian 

The total nuniher 

1/5 of the population of the continental United States prodtress 

Up mitt1 the 1840's and befare the fntroduetion of madem drug 

therapy, treatment for tuberculosis dependtad upan b d  rest and lacalitad 

surgicdl procedures, snd there was an acute shortage of beds for tha treatment 

Qf tttbarcglasls. 

have merged upaa tho CICCZIO, there has bern a resultant change and adw there is 

a need for more adequate clinic and followup services for patient8 who 1cLIvO 

the hoapital snd for those patlents vha d a  not requfre haspitctlizatian. 

Since the new dmg8 and @me sghiaticatect eurRicsl reehiques 
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Xn 1962 there were 53,31S newly reported active casesr To thfe must 

There are 110,000 knewn be added an additional 10,OQO C E ~ ~ ~ Q S  which relapsed. 

active cmms 09 tuberculosis tagfsterir plus an estimated 250,000 inactive 

oases whorre diacaae wa8 actiwe within the past f ive  pear8 and ZS0,OOQ contacts 

af newly reported carses - a total  of 610,008 parsans st special risk. 

1/2 of ths cams O C C U ~ ~ ~ D ~  i n  the U. S. i n  recent p a r e  have been in persons 

About 

over 45 years of atp, but approximately 20 percent of the caaea rcpated in 

1962 aecurred in persona under 25 years of age. 

active c88es in  the U. S, was 84,304, 

fn I053 the nurrrbsr of nav 

Zn 2952 t h h  number vas down to 53,315. 

Mmfl persons under € 5  year8 OF age, new active cases reported i n  1953 

totaled 9,264. Rut i n  2962 the number o f  new active cases 'mans, pctrsana under 

15 pars of age was up - to 6,036, This is an increase of  almost 800 cases in  

this age graup, In fact, there was an increase of 23.5 percont for these 15 pears 

and uder from 1961 t o  1962. %&en lookina a t  the s ta t i s t i c s  for th i s  particular 

age group, we find that in Poor of  the five pears batween 1955, snd 1962 rherc 

has h e n  an increasa in the nugiber af  new active cases reportad., 

Ammq the 53,315 new active casas reported i n  1962 41,628 were male and only 

18,464 female. Thfa icr the kind af diacrfminstian that 3 dun unalterably oppoaad 

to. Casea in sales coareitute 65 pareeat of a l l  cams reported. The ease 

rata aman& non-whftcbs is  more than 3 1/2 tlrace that of whitea. 3/4 of new 

active cmes occur a8 a result of daaenous Breakdm o f  infections. 

is sddftiana1 infamatfan twaflabls i n  tho Task Force Report and from other 

S ~ C C I S .  

There 

In cn#swsrp, one smbt he %?%pressed by the fact that the new ease rate 

has not conrinuebd to decrease st a paca Jhich a l l  exparts believe that it 

shmlda 

a diaasrrs which f am convinced is tmneeessary is sfrnplp too p e a t  t o  be 

allavod tu  continua, 

And - the cost which fa  exactad a p ~ a  the people of thfa netlm by 

Now, expenditurea of money is somathing in which &, 
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of us me intatrestad, despite the fact that raaattslsr we Rapt&lieana are 

givm credit for having a maaopoly an that subject. 

c1 pretty g a d  Republfcan or, as nr, Ferkfna pofnted out, ? ptabably wouldm't 

be chafrsran o f  our party's platform ccnanrfttae whm we m a t  fn Sen Francisco 

a few week8 hanclb, Cansertratiw vtews tawrrrd matters fiseal saaetfmcr clfctatt 

the uponding of sronep now ta  3- mare Inter, and T ma convinced that th i s  

problem of tubsrculatrls fa l l8  procirelg in  that catejyatp. 

ssvinga that are outlined in the Task Farce Report frm haapitalitatilm alone 

muld fndieats that rimre raanoy w i l l  be smed for our taxpayers in a reduced 

annual cast ~ Q X  hospirsl%zatian in the tenth pear alone than would be required 

of the Federal Govemont over tha cntfrcr ten-yesr perfod. 

argument whtch GO nte l a  extremely ptrrmaeive. 

And I consider myself 

The projected 

This is anather 

As to  tho xecamnrandariana which have been autlfnsd by the Task Farce, 

let rn sap at  the autset that I cam not an expert in assdierl affairs generally, 

to sa? nuthin8 a i  the spacialty of tubtrca1osi8 emtrol ,  

of our Canrslittea that rhfs s sp tasmtd  the rtcoaanendations of persans who do 

But it was the olew 

know thefr business, mi?, after weighing a l l  of the factors that were fwolmd, 

we accapted these objectives. 

Tukrcu1a$is Asrocfatbn, whfch provided testimony to our C m i t t a s  by bactore 

ShfrJnran and Pfutrtnrs, believe that this iil a workable p r q p m  and have seen €it 

to support the recczaarMlzrations and the prmraat wtltncd. 

able t o  look forward to  the continued intarsst of  thfa Assacfation i n  this 

matter a& hope that y m r  rsc-tndatians will be given t o  mr Committee tohen 

opportune pad advi~eblc~ .  

f am encouraged bp the fact that the Rational 

I would l i k e  to he 

Althaugh the a b p f c  presence of t h i s  Repart and of these recarPradrtiana 

ts, in my o h r ,  ib rsiffrra]! step forward9 I a sure that we a l l  agree that tt marks 

anlp tha beginning - not the end, 

c 

It marks the baginah% of tan pama of Zard 
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work, 

most arduous, the moot d i f f i c u l t ,  and i n  stme ways t h e  mort d is tas te fu l .  

many times marc difficult t o  see any petcepti.ble progress or t o  measure imccc~s, 

an8 t h i s  part of R program fs aftan markad with frustrations and the feeling of 

futility. 

accomplishment of the program now hafare us. 

efforts by all who awe interested i n  and a l l  who are involved in tnbezrculocris 

emtral proRrma. X t  

calls far the elininstian ob hfases. 

highest caliber, 

Ata in a mil i ta ry  crwpd.gn, the mopping up a c t i v i t i e s  me qui te  often the 

It is  

Nonetheless, we must a l l  dedfcata ourselves to the rucceasful 

It w i t 1  call for cabparetiwe 

X t  calls for t he  scatting astde a% provincial thinkin%, 

It calls fax rctim and effort .  of the 

Wa can afford no emprmlsc with mediocrity, 

It was j u s t  EL year aka t h a t  X was privilae;ard t o  addrsas n meeting of 

tha lt'iscanain Ants-Tuberculasis Association t o  discuss w i t h  them smd of the 

activitfts which ate Q€ equal concern t o  me ea a Gongrestman raprwmntinR B 

portion of the populace of tha t  State and that Aaaociatfan's endeavors t o  "KOw 

TFI, a most ambit ims and mralmtLng program t o  which t ha t  Al~rracfatian has 

cagnitted itaelf!, 

proud that we lr t  Wicrconain do not fear t o  step forward boldly and tha t  the 

goal toward which WB have set But is  worthy ef all of our best efforts. I 

believe that similar ly  the gaal outlined in theme Task Force rccaaaeendarfsns iei 

worthy of the beat efforts of a l l  of us tn the Z7niterf Staters. 

I told thew at that time, a& aC say t o  ~u now, t ha t  I am 

Xr was at t ha t  same meettng Q ~ Q  year ago that 8 gentlaaim wha I e ~ n  

p r o d  t o  claim a s  a conatituemt o f  ray own Con$ressiona1 district - a man w b  

has been rctfve in  hrberculasis association work for tjme time and who I am 

ptaud to learn is ltdw a member of  the Board of Director8 a€ the WTA -- also 
addressed the  Wiscanarin Asaacia t ion '~~ Rocatd of Diractars and lacs1 rmocia t ion  

dalegatear, 

problem8 which are faced by the Assaciation in my State, 

H is  prssentatian was. in my opinfm, a scha18rly trartmcnt of t he  

!its rerious and 
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challmging call tb action was anlp slfghtry masked by the subtly faceELoua 

title of h i s  papet, u t ' s  Get the Bugs OutH. 

preaentation. 

X'd l f k e  to borrow Prom h i s  

Zt 'a time to qet: TI3 b q a  out of the Vnited States? 

We are inoolood in a long but dramatic race. The gun has saunded, 

signsfing not the start of 8 race but that final Zap requirine mr greatest 

effort. We cannot do lese than our best. Thank p u r  


